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We were all very pleased when the 2OO9 August play 
-scheme 

fortnight again had

beautiful weather. This meant tn"r ii"-l-"*titui tetting of whirlow Hall Farm could be

enjoyed to the full.

The play scheme has been run since 1992 by Sheffield Autistic Society' The Societv is a

orouo of volunteer parents ano t"tio oi yoingtt"rs on the Autistic-spectrum we are

iol:i'y;;ffi;;;i;d lrni-aonutionJio run the -Plav scheme' we.were luckv that Marion

and Phil were able to speno t'tt looffnq for c;nkibltors' The amount ralsed was

""orbn 
t" iun the play.scheme for 2 weCks' and a blt extra to replace some weary

equlpment, which is fabulous

we tvere able to offer places on the 2oo9 play scheme to 3s.Autistlc youngsters from 8

il'ri""*[irol"-"a b 6r u,"lr. tioringt irte'pliv scheme was held on each weekdav from

loam until 3Pm.

Obviously organizing and running the play scheme is very.harl work and this year our

Volunteer Play Leaders ,n"|." to''"",-f"tti ina Sam' who have more than 30 years of

expertence between them. Thev rili"gid to ii..lt, irain an-d. support 26 volunteer Play

workers, all who have enhanceo ;d"tdkt Thls hlgh stafflng ratio is essentlal as all

the Autistlc voungsters ."qrrr.. ,n"ii-onin-i'l uoJrt t'i'l some need more support le' 2

adults Per Youngster.

Each youngster's needs are caret'ully assess€d ald regYlar]y,r-el-5wed in consultatlon

with the Darents and carers. t hts 
'i 

if prl." lmportance as our play.scheme ls designed

il''iJ'L'"ii'Jii--.,i"rmouiry enloyaore experienie for these vulnerable youngsters, an0

;;J-" ;;;;i;; o-ii"t i"i irt"lt'pli"nts und c"t"'s' rhe vounssters need to feel happv

and comfortabte and secure 
",n" 

tfrl-pfii scneme and-ita setting 
-at 

-\'vhirlow Hall Farm'

as welt as with thelr p"oon"r n"ipiri. \iye find that lf the youngst€rs are happy then

their often overstr€tched pa."ntt Jtia-t"t"" soon feel relaxed and happy to leave their

young people in this safe environment'

Atwhir lowHa| lFarmtherearemanyact |v i t iesfortheyoungsterstoenjoy.TheFarm
staff hold daily animal ."r" ,u"riJni foi ut so ttrat any youngster can go with their

tr"'io"fio t"" {he pigs, collect hens eggs, help care for the guinea pigs or even groom a

ii;'ft. ii;;;;H"&;r ano traitei riiEi'are 
'popular too' rhe Farm has now sot an arl

;:,;i'fi";';"r;; ;h;;; ini cnitoren can ptav 6ait sames' rhe societv also sets up its

Jopriui uorn"y.u.tle and trampoline in the gardens'

R.port wrltt.n bv Phll coon.t .nd [']to' H'ndilnton



Sheffield Autistic SocietY
PlaY Scheme 2OO9

Regist€red Charlty no' 1fJ24174

We use the farm's minibuses to take smaller groups of children o-ut to.go bowling if they

want to. Some of the youngsters prefer to pliy inioors and the.farm buildings ar€ ideal

iir-. irill,id pool, making iama beads, designlng t-shirts, trying out baking skills or

*itit'iris 6"ih 6i""t. 
-"iici"ns' 

Professor sh'll and Professor Fiddlesticks'

All of the autistic youngsters nave extreme anxiety levels; some.have specific phobia-s'

*ii"t' l"irrJ" riii ot oogs, Rying insicts, loud n6is9s, smells etc Many need specific

Jiuti. ihL can mean the play scheme ls too difflcult for some youngsters with Autism to

i.i"it ioi $t" r"rr 2 weeki and some come for just occasional sessions The Play Leaders

maintain close llnks with the parents and care;s to tell them about positive experiences

and to talk about any problems that may arise'

We flnd that the high stafflng ratios and the concentration on indlvidually tailored

oiooi.., n,lu"n thafthe play scheme is highly successful for.many youngsters wno

#ill;;k';; Jrt* v""ri in ract, z of our-heipers, who help the slblings en1ov their
days, are on the Autlstic Spectrum themselves'

The play scheme is only made possible by kind donations of both tlme and hard work

ir",-n'r,iju-i"ua"i. LouisL, sa[y, sjm and i ttre ptay workers; our.Prlncipal fundraisers
ilit';;'Mil;; ;;pW t.ttii',e A."o,nts Manasei Joanne; and thanks too for our s0
*"uri iLi.l" r".iiitlei at saran and simon, Damian and Katya, and Barrv's houses'

Thanks to all our helpers and to the kind donations from local trusts' charities'

I^oi"rair"ii 
""0 

buslnesies tnat tund these 2 weeks of hard work and fun'
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